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On Ancient Chinese Literature Teaching in University .
Present Situation and Reflection

Dai Jianrye
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Huazhong Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract: Nowadays, the curriculum setting of ancient Chinese literature puts the cart
before the horse in universities: in teaching, it targets history of literature as opposed to
literary works, which seems to “buy basket without the jewels”—favoring to give
students clues in history of literature, while overlooking studying from works;emphasi-
zing the indoctrination of common sense of literary history,relatively ignoring the subtle
understanding of works;focusing on the teaching of research methods,relatively neglec-
ting the students’ basic skill training; finally, it can’t let the students master the essence
of Chinese literature and culture. This paper traces to the cause of the failure about
ancient Chinese literature teaching in universities from the historical origin, explores the
way to rectify from the particularity of ancient literature—no longer put the ancient lit-
erary works as “the references on literary history”,but should let the “history of Chinese

literature” become the “supplementary teaching materials” of ancient Chinese literature.

Key words: teaching of ancient Chinese literature;ancient literary works;the history of

Chinese literature
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